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Letter from the President  
 

 
 
 
 Fridley Women of Today,  
It is almost March and spring is just around the corner!  We are halfway through our third trimester.  This year has flown by and I have learned 
so much—personally and administratively.   I so much appreciate all of your gracious support through my bumblings and fumblings.  If nothing else, it has created a time of laughter at 
mistakes. Ha Ha !  
At our March general meeting, we will be choosing members for the board for Fridley Women of Today from May 1, 2016 through April 30, 2017.  Are you feeling adventurous, wanting to try something new?  Why 
not consider volunteering for one of the positions of President, Secretary, Treasurer, State Delegate, Membership VP, or Programming 
VP.  I know it might seem scary, but there are many seasoned members who have held these positions and would be more than glad to give advice and/or answer questions.  Plus, there is great training for officers 
on April 30.  I went last year and it was very helpful, a lot of fun, and it took away much of the apprehension of what was ahead.  In addition, it 
gave me the opportunity to meet others in the same position.  I challenge you to be brave and give yourself a chance to grow and learn 
more about Women of Today.    Looking forward to seeing you next week! 
 Jenise Teske 
Chapter President Fridley Women of Today  

 “Those who can, do. Those who can do more, volunteer.” ~Author Unknown  
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 MNWT State Fundraiser – Fun Pasta  
 Two ways to order:   1) Order online: (Please use Chrome or Firefox as your internet browser for best results.)     Log on to Fun Pasta; https://funpastafundraising.com/shop/minnesota-women-of-today-1  Click on Shop Now and have fun!  Item(s) ordered online will be shipped directly to you. Don’t forget to tell your friends, family, co-workers that they can order online too.   2) Send orders to Jill via email to compile a combined chapter order.  (Note: if you prefer to pick up your order at Annual Convention, please note that in your email so I can submit the order to Sharon Erickson.)  Orders and money are due to Jill by April 22, 2016.  REMEMBER: Your chapter will receive 20% profit for each order received. Your chapter can also receive SUCCESS points for $75 in orders this trimester 

 
 ******************************************************* 
 Don’t Forget!!!!  
 

Daylight Saving Time (United States) 2016 begins at 2:00 AM on Sunday, March 13 
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 Meet Jerrie Cobb! Cobb was one of the Mercury 13, a group of women who went through the same psychological and physical screening as the male astronauts of NASA’s Mercury 7. Although Cobb was an accomplished pilot and excelled in all three phases of astronaut testing, she was denied the opportunity to become one of the country's first astronauts because only men were deemed fit for space exploration.   Following in her pilot father's footsteps, Cobb earned her private pilot's license by age 17 and her commercial license a year later. By 19, she was teaching other new pilots how to fly and, at 21, she was delivering military fighters to allied Air Forces worldwide. However, skepticism about women pilots and a glut of qualified male pilots, veterans of World War II, meant that Cobb couldn't get prestigious flying jobs. Despite these obstacles, Cobb set new world records for speed, distance, and absolute altitude while in her 20s. She was awarded the Amelia Earhart Gold Medal of Achievement and became the first woman to fly in the Paris Air Show; after which she was named pilot of the year.   By the late 1950s, NASA was testing male pilots as potential astronaut candidates. The tests had been designed by physician William Randolph Lovelace II and he was curious to find out how women would respond. Since NASA refused to pursue the matter, Lovelace arranged private funding and began seeking candidates. Thirteen women, including Cobb, passed the physical screening and intended to go on to psychological and aeronautics screenings. Cobb not only passed all three phases but ended up in the top 2% of all candidates -- male or female -- evaluated.  In 1963, Cobb flew to Washington, D.C. to argue the case of the women candidates in front of a subcommittee of the House Committee on Science and Astronautics. Her arguments were countered by several male astronaut candidates, including John Glenn, who said that male-only astronauts were “a fact of our social order.” The committee affirmed the prohibition on women in the space program; Soviet cosmonaut Valentina Tereshkova would go on to become the first woman in space only a few months later.   With her hopes of going to space gone -- NASA did not open the astronaut program to women until 1978 -- Cobb spent the next thirty years flying humanitarian aid mission in South America. In 1981, she was nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize for her aid work. Cobb and others still hope that she can fulfill her dream of going to space. In 1999, the National Organization of Women urged NASA to send her into orbit -- like they did with John Glenn -- to study the effects of space and aging. If the opportunity were offered, Cobb says she would take it: “I would give my life to fly in space,” she said during the campaign. “It’s hard for me to talk about it but I would. I would then, and I will now.” 
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Cool Pet Facts Dog Facts 

 A dog’s nose has about 4 times as many scent cells as a cat’s and 14 times more than a human’s. That’s why dogs are often used to track down illegal drugs and missing persons.   
 With patience and understanding you can teach any old dog new tricks, depending on what you are trying to teach, or un-teach the dog, which is usually more difficult. Dogs can learn at any age, and like humans, it’s just old habits that are hard to break! 
 Dogs see in color, but not the same way that we do. Veterinary ophthalmologists have found that dogs are similar to people with red/green color blindness, meaning they can see bluish and greenish shades but not reddish ones. To a dog, a bright orange ball on a grassy lawn appears as a light greenish ball in greenish grass. Go fetch! 
 According to a recent survey, the most popular name for a dog is Max. Other popular names include Molly, Sam, Zach, and Maggie. 
 An estimated 1 million dogs in the United States have been named the primary beneficiary in their owner's will. 
 Contrary to popular belief, dogs do not sweat by salivating. They sweat through the pads of their feet. 
 Every known dog, except the chow, has a pink tongue - a chow's tongue is black. 
 Dogs can alert their owners of an epileptic seizure up to an hour before it occurs. 
 The dog was one of the first animals domesticated by humans. 
 The heaviest dog ever weighed 319 pounds. The oldest dog ever died at age 29. Cat Facts 
 A cat will almost never meow at another cat. Cats use this sound for humans. 
 Cats, unlike dogs, do not learn tricks to win your approval. Cats can be taught to perform tasks such as retrieving toys and jumping through hoops - but it may take patience and perseverance…and quite a few yummy treats for your feline. 
 A cat uses its whiskers as feelers to determine if a space is too small to squeeze through. 
 A cat can be either right-pawed or left-pawed. 
 A cat can jump as much as 7 times its height. 
 Cats cannot break a sweat because they have no sweat glands. 
 A cat's brain is more similar to a human's brain than that of a dog. 
 A cat sees about 6 times better than a human at night. 
 A cat's tongue is scratchy because it's lined with papillae - tiny backwards hooks that help to hold prey in place. 
 A fifteen year old cat has probably spent ten years of its life sleeping. 
 A frightened cat can run at speeds of up to 31 mph, slightly faster than a human sprinter. 
 All kittens are born with blue eyes. 
 Cat families usually play best in even numbers. Cats and kittens should be acquired in pairs whenever possible. 
 Cats can see color. Studies have shown that cats can distinguish between red and green; red and blue; red and gray; green and blue; green and gray; blue and gray; yellow and blue, and yellow and gray. 
 Cats have a third eyelid that is rarely visible. If it can be seen, it could be an indication of ill health. 
 Cats lack a true collarbone and can generally squeeze their bodies through any space they can get their heads through. 
 You should talk to your cat often. Cats love to hear the sound of their own name and your voice. 
 Cats, not dogs, are the most common pets in America.  
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  Out and About Night 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Out and About Night will be held after the FWT general meeting on March 10th.  It will be held at 
Applebee’s.  So be ready with all your info at the meeting so we can do our business and then party.  It 
is a really fun time.  
 

******************************************************* TACO NIGHT 
  

Hoping everyone has put Wed. March 16 on their calendars.  It is early Cinco de Mayo fiesta at Dolores’ 
home.  Learn how to make tacos, rice, beans and enchiladas.  There will be beverages to drink as well.  
Festivities will start at 6:00 pm and hoping to eat by 7:00.  Come hungry and ready to learn.  We will 
have a great time.  Address is 1558 Briardale Road , Fridley, MN.  Phone number is 763-572-1206.  
Looking forward to it.  Will have a signup sheet at the meeting so you may sign up to bring a taco 
filling, beverage or dessert. 
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St. Patrick’s Day is the one day a year where everyone is a little bit Irish. In fact, almost 12 percent of Americans claim 
Irish ancestry and over 80 million people worldwide claim ancestral connection to the auld sod. 
 
With St. Patrick’s Day celebrated across the world, did you ever wonder how much you actually know about Ireland’s 
biggest national holiday? 
Here are our ten top facts: 
 
1. St. Patrick was not Irish. He was from Wales. 
 2. The humble shamrock was originally a teaching tool. St. Patrick is said to have 
used the three-leaved plant to explain the Holy Trinity (Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit) to the pagan Irish. 
 
3. The first St. Patrick’s Day parade took place in New York in the 1760s. 

  4. For many years, blue was the color most often associated with St. Patrick. Green was 
considered unlucky. St. Patrick’s blue was considered symbolic of Ireland for many 
centuries and the Irish Presidential Standard is still blue. 
 
 5. For many years, Dripsey in County Cork had the world’s shortest parade, just 77 feet, the distance between two pubs 
– The Weigh Inn and The Lee Valley. Currently, the town of Hot Springs, AR claims to have the shortest parade – a 98 
foot route on Bridge Street. Recent participants included the Irish Elvises and the San Diego Chicken. 
 
6. In 2010, the Sydney Opera House went green to mark the 200th anniversary of St. Patrick’s Day there. In Sydney, St 
Patrick’s Day was first marked in 1810, when Lachlan Macquarie, the Governor of New South Wales, provided 
entertainment for Irish convict workers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
7. Irish flee the country. In Ireland on March 17 you’ll find many public figures, musicians, and dancers have traveled 
abroad to work on lucrative gigs elsewhere. Politicians also travel to drum up trade.  
 

Fridley Women of Today Newsletter  
 



Page 7 of 9  

 
8. In Chicago every year, the Plumbers Local 110 union dyes the river “Kelly” green. The dye lasts for about five 
hours. 
 

  9. Traditionally, every year, the Irish leader hands a crystal bowl full of shamrock to the US President. The shamrock, 
grown in Kerry, is immediately destroyed by the Secret Service after the exchange. 
 

 President Obama with Taoiseach Enda Kenny at the White House last year.  
 

 10. Guinness sales soar on St. Patrick’s Day. Recent figures show that 5.5 million pints of the black stuff are downed 
around the world every day. On St. Patrick’s Day that figure is doubled. 
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Thanks again, Joanne, 
for all you did for FWT! – 

Jenise  

Hoping there are some folks who will step up to the plate and take a job in the organization for next year.  We're all here to help. – Dolores 
 

Thanks to Gidget, Cheryl, 
Dolores, Deb, Kathy R-M 

for showing up to have a good 
time sharing some laughs at Keys 

Café. – Jenise  

Gidget Thank You for planning 
the birthday social at Keyes. I had 

such a good time. – Cheryl 

Thanks to all who voted to give donations to the organizations from all of our hard work. – Dolores 
 

Thanks Jenise for sending us the Fun Pasta info for Ways and Means. – Dolores  

Thanks Sarah for coordinating the training or coordinating a time to fill out our individual sheets. – Dolores  

Gidget thanks for arranging supper at Key's cafe for the Feb. birthday get together. – Dolores 

Congratulations to Jill who has successfully completed almost a year of handstands.  Great job! – Dolores 
 

Thanks to all who attend the FWT meetings on Thurs. – Dolores 

Thank You FWT for 
generous donation to 
Breaking Free. Brenda 

Kennelly SPM was thrilled 
with the donation. – Cheryl 
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Minnesota Women of Today Creed 

 We, the Women of Today are service, growth and fellowship. We believe that through us great lessons can be learned,  worthy deeds performed, and a hand of fellowship  extended to millions of women everywhere. May we leave the world a better place because we lived and served within it.    

 

   The Fridley Women of Today meets at 6:30 pm on the 2nd Monday of each month at: 
 The Fridley Community Center 6085 7th Street NE Fridley, MN 
 For more information please visit our website at www.fridleywt.org  or visit the state organization’s website at  www.mnwt.org   

  You may also email us at  fridleywt@gmail.com    

Fridley Women of Today believes very strongly in service to 
others. We contribute to our communities through 
fundraising for worthy causes and by providing services and 
education to community and chapter members.  We are a 
nonprofit, volunteer organization that has many interesting 
programs and projects for everyone. 
 Service 
Developing self-confidence and learning how to work more 
effectively with others is a priority in the Fridley Women of 
Today organization. We offer programs designed to help 
"build a better you" through training and personal enrichment 
courses and projects. 
 Growth 
Membership in the Fridley Women of Today offers the 
opportunity to develop close friendships with others who 
share similar interests. Socials and other fun-filled events 
 Friendship 
Membership in the Fridley Women of Today offers the 
opportunity to develop close friendships with others who 
share similar interests. Socials and other fun-filled events 
are held to encourage members and their families to get to 
know each other better. The friendships among our 
members and their families help strengthen our community. 


